Grading Criteria for Writing

Ideas/Story Planning: How useful or interesting is your story to its selected audience?  Did you structure it in a way that will address the sorts of news values we addressed earlier in the semester?

Reporting

Sources:  Are they appropriate for your story? Did you select enough to provide balance?

Thoroughness: Have you covered the key issues implicit in your story?  Did you leave any significant questions unanswered?

Quality of Quotes: Are they compelling? Are they representative of the story focus? Did you use them prominently? Do they support the focus of the story?

Accuracy:  Did you spell all names correctly?  Are your facts correct?

Writing 

Focus: In event-based stories does your lead sentence highlight the news focus (or did you bury it)?  In soft news or feature stories, did you address the focus in the lead and highlight it in a nutgraph?

Grammar/syntax: Are your sentences smooth, clear and grammatically sound?  Is your writing free of awkward syntax?  Did you use punctuation correctly?  *DID YOU AVOID PASSIVE VOICE?

Style:  Did you use AP style correctly?  *DID YOU AVOID PASSIVE VOICE?

Leads: Do your event leads highlight the news focus and are they tightly written?  Are your soft leads appropriate and compelling?

Organization: Do you follow the proper structure for the type of news you are addressing?

Creativity: Do you use appropriate writing techniques to convince your readers that your story is worth reading?

Pacing/Flow: Are the paragraphs linked together; does the end of one paragraph transition to the next paragraph?  Do you use transitional clauses, sentences and paragraphs effectively?  

* Note: Passive voice is double trouble: Think S-V-O.

Scoring Writing Assignments*

A: Your writing is accurate, balanced, clear and compelling.  The story has an appropriate tone and flows flawlessly.  There are no or almost no errors of grammar, spelling, or style.  At an intern level, your work would stand out.

B: Your writing is accurate, balanced, clear and interesting. The story has an appropriate tone and flows well. There are a few errors of grammar, spelling, or style, but they are not distracting and any problems are easily fixed with editing.  A “B” grade represents acceptable work for an intern.

C: Your writing is accurate, balanced and clear. The writing has noticeable errors, but they do not greatly distract from the story. One or two minor elements of the assignment are badly done or missing. Your work is rough, but with minimal rewriting can be acceptable intern-level work.  

D: Your writing is inaccurate, unbalanced, or unclear.  Numerous errors exist, and they are distracting.  Several elements of the assignment are badly done or missing. The work would raise serious questions in a professional setting.  The assignment need a total rewrite to make it acceptable intern-level work.

E: Your writing is inaccurate, unbalanced and unclear. You miss the point of the assignment, or you did not complete the assignment.  Most or all of the required elements are missing.  In a professional setting the work would be rejected and would make your supervisors wonder if you might need to change careers. 

* Refer to the grading equivalency standards to establish the points or percentages (if the point total is less than 100) that equate to particular grades.
